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Experimental
2.1. Crystal data 
S1. Comment
Diiodine is capable to act as halogen bond donor and form stable halogen bonds with Lewis bases, such as pyridine, due to the strong charge transfer. In the case of the pyridine-I 2 1:2 adduct (Hassel & Hope, 1961) , the interaction eventually results in the heterolytic cleavage of I 2 and formaton of [py 2 I] + I 3 -ion pairs. Although the crystal structures involving pyridine and interhalogens ICl and IBr are known (Rømming, 1972; Dahl et al., 1967) , the title pyI 2 1:1 adduct has not been reported earlier. The N1-I1 distance in pyI 2 (2.425 (8) Å) is remarkably shorter than the sum of the van der Walls radii of iodine and nitrogen (3.53 Å; Bondi, 1964 (Desiraju et al., 2013) .
S2. Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by dissolving iodine (200 mg) in ethanol (5 ml) and adding pyridine (1 ml) into this solution. The solution was left to evaporate unde ambient conditions and after a couple of days light yellow crystals were formed.
S3. Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.95 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C).
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
